Pentecost 13- August 30, 2009

Ephesians 5:15-20: “GOD’S WORD- THE ONLY SOURCE OF WISDOM”
In Christ Jesus, dearly beloved,
It has happened to almost all of us, especially us guys. You buy something you need from the store, and the words “some assembly required” are printed on the box. “No sweat,” you cavalierly say to yourself, “It’s just a desk, just a chair, or what have you, how hard can it be?” So you rifle through the box taking out all the necessary parts and try to put this new purchase together without giving a serious look at the directions that come with it. After a couple frustrating hours, you’re left angry with a non-functional, half-assembled mass on the living room floor. When all you needed to do was follow the directions step by step. They normally tell you about your purchase, then instruct you how to successfully put the product together. Even the most prideful of us have would have to admit that it would have been wiser just to follow the directions.

If only our lives came with directions, perhaps they would be a bit easier. Can you imagine it, “In case of family conflict, turn to page 46.” “To repair a tattered marriage, turn to page 93.” “For what to do when depressed or discouraged, turn to page 107.” If only, right? But don’t we already have a guide for our lives? The truth is that we do have an endless source of wisdom at our fingertips. 
God’s Word is the only source of true wisdom.

I. Through it we have been made wise for salvation

and

II. We receive wisdom for our lives of thanks to Jesus from it.

I.


To gain better understanding of these words, let’s first look at the Ephesian Christians themselves. Ephesus was the capital of the Roman and served as the main trading hub for the province of Asia, what is now Turkey. More than that, wherever Roman culture thrived, as it did in Ephesus, there too thrived overindulgence, sex with no limits, greed and corruption. But despite that, God the Holy Spirit had still worked through that saving message of Jesus crucified for sinners and many Ephesians were brought to faith. They abandoned their former way of life and the Ephesian church was blessed to the point that it became the central base for Christianity in that region. So in his letter to the Ephesians, Paul first reminded them how they have been redeemed by the blood of Jesus, then he goes on to encourage them to live their lives out of thanks to Jesus.

Doesn’t the Ephesian environment seem pretty similar to our American environment? So let us hear, learn and take these words to heart.

Paul writes, “Be very careful, then, how you live – not as unwise but as wise,…” The word Paul used here is actually the Greek word for “walk.” Be very careful, then how you walk – not as unwise but as wise. Which is wiser- to walk with your eyes closed or open? Open right? Because if your eyes were closed you would put yourself in danger of walking into or off of something that might hurt or kill you. But when your eyes are open, you are able to see whatever danger approaches and avoid it. So who would walk with their eyes closed?

Would you believe that everyone has? Paul writes just a few verses before our text, “For you were once darkness,” and in chapter two he writes, “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,…all of us also lived among them (unbelievers) at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.” Why? Because that is what the world tells us to do, and our sinful nature is quick to oblige. Conventional wisdom says, “Do what is right for you. If that is getting drunk, go ahead and get drunk, just don’t drive. If you aren’t getting what you want out of your marriage, end it. Never mind the promise you made. Always remember that it’s your body and your life; you should be able to do with it what you want…” True wisdom, wisdom from God’s Word says otherwise: Proverbs 14:12 says, “There is a way that seems right to man, but in the end, it leads to death.” Spiritually, and if not for Jesus, eternally, this was our condition. In darkness, walking through life eyes closed, not concerned with our pending destruction, but only with the pleasures of self. How utterly unwise, right?

That is our condition no longer. We hear in I Corinthians 1:30, “…you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God- that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.” Jesus has died on the cross to pay for our sins. We no longer are in darkness and no longer walk through life in the unwise way: eyes closed. We have been redeemed and been made dear children of God. But how do we know this? From where have we learned it? Paul writes to his dear friend, Timothy, “…and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” Only God’s Word makes us wise for salvation. Only in the pages of Scripture do we read about and see Jesus, how he took up our sin and infirmities and gave us his holiness. In Acts 4, Peter says, “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven, given to men, by which we must be saved.” We are made wise for salvation only through God’s precious Gospel. 
II.

Have you ever heard of someone being pulled from a burning building, then walking back in? Why would someone run headlong into danger after being rescued from it? Seems pretty unwise, right? In the same way, Paul encourages us to not walk through life as unwise, but as wise. We have been redeemed, saved from destruction by Jesus and made wise for salvation through his Word. So Paul tells us to continue in that wisdom we have been given by Jesus and live as people who have been made wise for salvation. Where do we get this Christ-centered wisdom? Again, such wisdom comes from God’s Word because not only does it makes us wise for salvation, but it also is the only thing that gives us wisdom for our lives, lives which we wish to devote to Jesus out of thanks for our salvation.

“…making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.” Let us first consider what Paul means when he says, “making the most of every opportunity.” Formerly, making the most of every opportunity would have meant, “making the most for myself at every opportunity I get.” But that is not who we are anymore. Now, making the most of every opportunity means using our time to do what Jesus has told us to do: make disciples. We start by digging into the Word. Because only there will we find Jesus. Only there will we be constantly reminded of his forgiveness for us. Only there will our faith in him be strengthened. When we are strong in our faith, then we can share it. We can tell others about what God has done for them in his Son.

But Paul also gives us a warning. He says, “…the days are evil. Don’t be foolish...” The wisdom for salvation that we have drives the devil crazy. He will do anything to bring us back to the point where we consider Jesus of lesser or secondary importance. How does he do that? He works through the world around us, and uses that sinful nature that still dwells within us. He tries to throw distractions at us saying, “Why spend an hour in personal Bible study when that time can much be better spent on entertainment? Besides, you’ve heard it all before. Why go to church today? You went last week. Plus you’ve had a long, hard week. Just roll over and take that extra rest.” Then if and when we do give in those temptations he tries to get us to look anywhere but to Jesus, “Look inside yourself. There you will find the answer. If you feel bad, maybe you just need to do something that will make you feel good. You deserve it. Forget those grace and forgiveness concepts. Choose something concrete like, something you can really feel.” We mustn’t let the devil fool us. He tries to pass off his perverted wisdom as true wisdom. But God’s Word is the only source of true wisdom. There is no solution for sin outside of Jesus, so brothers and sisters, look to him! The answer to sin is there at the cross. Read about God’s grace and be reminded of your forgiveness in the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
So rather than being tricked by the devil, what can we do? Paul gives us the answer. “Understand what the Lord’s will is.” Where will we find the Lord’s will? Search the Scriptures, brothers and sisters, for there we will find it. What is God’s will? That, “…all should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” That truth is that Jesus has taken away our sin and God remembers it no more. Understand that! Read it over and over again. Rejoice in it every day. And the devil will never be able to make us ignorant of Jesus’ grace.
In verse 18 Paul zeroes in on a particular distraction Satan likes to use. Alcohol and the abuse of it. “Do not get drunk off wine, which leads to debauchery.” This one is particularly dangerous even for the strongest of Christians, because it inhibits our ability to fight temptation. Alcohol can be used properly, as a blessing and to God’s glory, but overindulgence in it is itself a sin, and then the door opens to many others because it affects one’s ability to fight additional temptation. Drunkenness leads to reckless behavior, and reckless behavior prevents us from being able to properly care for our lives and the lives of others. Who would wish to do battle with one leg and one arm tied behind their back? We know the devil is a prowling lion looking to devour us. So he is so pleased if we come to the battle with him handicapped. It is not a wonder that Satan loves to use alcohol as a means to tempt us Christians.
But Paul gives us the solution to that temptation: “Instead be filled with the Spirit.” What does the Holy Spirit work through? The Word of God. So again, we have encouragement to spend time in the Scriptures. We can learn at Jesus’ feet every day. We can listen to him say, “Neither do I condemn you,” and be reassured about our salvation. We can come to know and understand what Jesus would have us do in our lives of thanks to him. Proverbs 2:6-9 tells us, “For the Lord gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. He holds victory in store for the upright, he is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, for he guards the course of the just and protects the way of his faithful ones. Then you will understand what is right and just and fair—every good path. For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul.” Through the Word, the Lord Jesus is our shield against any attacks the devil may throw at us. So let us take up that shield.
Finally, our text ends with two final encouragements from the Lord through Paul, “Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” We gather together here every week. We come to Bible studies at nights and on weekends, for what? To speak the Word to one another. To proclaim to our Christian brothers and sisters God’s unending grace. We come together to tell each other about Jesus. To join in thanks and praise that we are God’s own through his Son. 

And when we go home, we continue that thanks and praise. In every situation in life, whether bad or good, in sickness or health, in sorrow or joy, in trial or triumph. We ALWAYS give thanks to God in ALL things because he has made us wise for salvation. We know that one day we will dwell in God’s glory and sing praise to our Savior’s name for all eternity. 
So Paul throughout this text is telling us Christians simply to be in the Word. Immerse yourself in it. The message of sin and grace, of Jesus dying and rising for us never gets old. It always brings comfort, always strengthens and never fails. The Word. It makes us wise for salvation through faith in Jesus. It gives us wisdom from our Savior for our earthly lives until we reign with him in glory. So Christians, be wise. Know Jesus. Amen.

